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OPEN LAB CONTENT

"Who would put their personal interests before saving the planet? Who would want to be

Donald Trump instead of Greta Thunberg?"

Jerome Bel, one of the most respected artists in the theatre world, calls on the entire art
world to stop travelling and put the ideal of sustainability before their own artistic goals.
Can we expect artistic communities around the world to make such a change in their
practice? Can an emerging choreographer afford to make the gestures of one of the
world's most respected choreographers? What is the role of art in sustainability? Can we all

become Greta Thunberg?

One thing is for sure, Jerome Bel's statement has shaken up the entire art world. It has
highlighted how divided we are on this issue. Trafd's participatory theatre workshop, the
Thought Generator, together with Trafd artists, will reflect on the issues raised in a
discussion theatre performance and attempt to discuss our own responsibility on the

subject.

The two directors/moderators, Anna Szepes and Zsdfi Kocsonya, have created a very
diverse, multi-form debate theatre performance. After two hours of play time, the different
groups spent hours discussing their experiences with each other and with the creators. For
the participating students, soon to become experts - whether human ecologists or drama
teachers - it was a great experience to get to know the perspectives and mindsets of
secondary school students. We need more sessions like this, where different knowledge can

be combined," wrote one critic of the performance.
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